
First Sunday in Advent 
November 30, 2025 

      Mass Intentions                                                 
 
 
November 30, Sunday, First Sunday of Advent 
     8:00AM+Steve Flanagan, Anniversary/Birthday (Wife) 
   10:00AM+Jane Koury (Bob & Chris Laria) 
  5:00PM  Pro Popolo/For the People 
 
December 1, Monday, Advent Weekday 
    12:00PM+Martin Coello (Diane Luke) 
  
December 2, Tuesday, Advent Weekday 
    12:00PM+Josephine Moloney (Linda Settle) 
       
December 3, Wednesday, Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
    12:00PM+William, Catherine and David Seidel 

(Virginia Seidel) 
 
December 4, Thursday, Saint John Damascene, Priest 

and Doctor of the Church 
     12:00PM+Herbert Kutruff, Anniversary (Family) 
    
December 5, Friday, Advent Weekday 
 12:00PM+John Bauer (Family) 
 
December 6, Saturday, Saint Nicholas, Bishop 
 12:00PM+Marian & Thomas Swires (Children) 
Vigil : Second Sunday of Advent 
  5:00PM+Robert Eckenrode, Birthday (Wife Florence & 

Family) 
 
December 7, Sunday, Second Sunday of Advent 
     8:00AM+Steve Pellegrine (Jim & Betty Carriere) 
   10:00AM+Doris Carson Eget (Tim & Anne Marie Long-

will) 
  5:00PM  Pro Popolo/For the People 

OFERTORY COLLECTIONS  

Sunday, November 23, 2025, $ 9,413.46 

Thank you for your monetary and personal contri-
butions to the life of our parish. 

 

 

THE SHRINES OF ITALY PILGRIMAGE 

Msgr. Stan Carson plans to lead  a pilgrimage in 
2026 to Rome and some of the shrines of Italy  

from Monday, October 12, to Thursday, October 
22, 2026 . Brochures are at the entrances  of the 

cathedral.  Details can also be found at 

hƩps://gateway.gocolleƩe.com/link1377752 

You may also call Brenda Ajay at 888-462-9299. 

Stewardship Reflections                                                           
 Today we begin the beautiful season of Advent. It is a 
season meant for preparation, but for what are we prepar-
ing for? Two things actually, the celebration of our Sav-
ior’s birth and the anticipation His second coming. These 
are weighty tasks that have eternal consequences. So, let 
us Christian stewards make the words of the Prophet Isai-
ah our motto for the season: “Come, let us climb the 
Lord’s mountain to the house of the God of Jacob, that He 
may instruct us in His ways and we may walk in His 
path.”                                                                                             
 How can we Christian stewards prepare ourselves and 
our families for the holy celebration of Jesus’ birth on 
Dec. 25 and for his certain second coming at a date we do 
not know? We can push back against the world’s pressure 
to have the ‘perfect Christmas.’ Scale back on the materi-
al kind of gift-giving, the complicated menus, and the un-
essential trappings of the season so that we may have 
more time of the spiritual preparation: confession, week-
day Mass, adoration, family prayer time, lighting the Ad-
vent wreath, and performing acts of kindness.                                            
 It may fill like a mountain to climb, but in the end, we 
will be prepared to celebrate a truly meaningful Christ-
mas, we will have become more like our Savior, and we 
will be ready for Him to come again. Let’s go climb the 
Lord’s mountain. 

Our Calendar of Prizes is currently on sale. The cost 
is $20.00 per ticket for a year’s worth of opportuni-

ties to win cash prizes. Please be supportive. The 
tickets are available after the weekend Masses and in 

the parish office.  

Priests for the Future                                                                     
 Next Sunday our diocese is conducting a special 
Vocation Appeal. Bishop Bartchak is asking for 
your support in funding our renewed efforts to pro-
mote vocations to the priesthood.  You are encour-
aged to read Bishop’s letter about these efforts in-
cluded in today’s bulletin. You can also learn more 
and make a gift by visiting ajvocations.org/give. 

Cathedral FesƟval Choir under the direc-
Ɵon of Robert J. Long will present an Ad-
vent concert enƟtled  History, Mystery, 
Majesty: Preparing for the Comings of 
Christ on Friday, December 12, at 7:00 
P.M.  The concert will include music, 

readings, and dance. 

We will be collecƟng new 
and slightly worn coats for 
those in need. Place your 
donaƟons on the racks in 
the back of the cathedral. 

Thank you. 

In December, we will have Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament on Monday, December 8th, from after the 
noon Mass until Benediction at 5:15 P.M.  

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary is Monday, December 8. Since it is a 
holy day of obligation we will have Masses at 
the Cathedral at 8:00 A.M., Noon., and 5:30 

P.M. 

For December, we will have exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament from after the noon Mass 

until Benediction at 5:15 P.M 

Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona | #iGiveCatholic  

I Give Catholic/Giving Tuesday is December 2, from 
12:00 AM to 11:59 PM. This year, we will purchase 
hymnals for the choir and yearlong hymnals with 
readings for our congregaƟon. Our target is $5,000. 

Online donaƟons can be made at the above site . 
Offline donaƟons of cash or check can be mailed 
directly to the cathedral or placed in the collecƟon 
basket. Special envelopes are at our entrances.  
Advance giving is currently available.  



The Church of Altoona-Johnstown 
THE CATHEDRAL 

OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

ONE CATHEDRAL SQUARE, Altoona, Pennsylvania  16601-3315 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, NOVEmbER 30, 2025 

CHRISTIAN  INITIATION  OF  ADULTS: 
 The process of formation for those seeking God 

through membership in the Catholic Church. 
 Call 814-944-4603 
INFANT  BAPTISM: 
 Arrange in advance for pre-baptismal instructions. 
CONFIRMATION: 
 Ninth, tenth and eleventh and twelfth grade students 

are invited to participate in the Confirmation Prepa-
ration Process. 

RECONCILIATION: 
 Wednesday: 7:00 PM, Saturday: 12:30 PM or by 

appointment, by texting or calling 814-937-8240  
ANOINTING  OF  THE  SICK: 
 Upon Request and Communal celebration 
MARRIAGE: 
 Arrange nine months in advance.  Couples expected 

to participate in pre-marriage preparation program. 
DEVOTIONS: 
 Eucharistic Adoration - Normally, the First 

 Wednesday 12:30 PM - 6:45 PM 
 Eucharistic Day - Feast of the Body and Blood of 

 Christ. 
PRO-LIFE ROSARY 
     Sponsored by the Christian Mothers on Thursdays 

after the noon Mass.  

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, J.C.D., Bishop 
Reverend Monsignor Stanley Carson,  Rector 
Paula Clemens, Parish Secretary 
 
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 
   Chris Laraia  - Pre-K thru 12 - 814-312-7317 
   Religious Education Office: Sundays - 814-943-7424 
 E-mail: claraia@dioceseaj.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
    Mr. Bob Long 814-944-2044, rlong@dioceseaj.org 
 
CATHOLICS RETURNING  HOME - 814-944-4603 
 
GABRIEL PROJECT-814-440-1021 
 
MAIL MINISTRY TO ELDERLY, HOMEBOUND, 
SERIOUSLY SICK, AND GRIEVING - 814-944-4603 
 
RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  PROGRAM: 
 September through April:  Pre-Kindergarten thru 12.  

Sunday morning 8:30 AM - 9:45 AM Pre-Kindergarten   
thru 8. Grades 9-12 Sunday evening at 6:15 P.M. 

Serving the People of God in the City of Altoona Since 1851 

WEB 
www.altoonacathedral.org 

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/cathedralofaltoona 

Church Office: 814-944-4603 
Msgr. Carson E-mail:  
scarson@dioceseaj.org 

Secretary E-mail:  
pclemens@dioceseaj.org 

Fax: 814-942-4337 
Mass Times 

 Sunday:    Weekday: 
 5:00 PM (Vigil)  12:00 Noon 
      8:00 AM 
 10:00 AM    Saturday: 
 5:00 PM    12:00 Noon 

 

A Call for Float Volunteers                                                    
 Our parish will again participate in the Annual Al-
toona Christmas Parade with a float entry. If you are 

interested in volunteering, call the office or go to the 
parish’s Facebook page to learn the next work.  

Be a part of an energetic and enthusiastic committee! 
The parade is on Saturday, December 6 at 1:00 P.M. 

After the parade, the Christian Mothers will again host 
food and refreshments in the Cathedral Hall. Bring your 
family. Join the float volunteers and other parishioners 
as they celebrate another great float. 

The Altoona Gabriel Project  is a Catholic Pro-Life 
ministry dedicated to helping moms and babies with 
supplies, as well as providing spiritual and emotional 
support Our parish has a collection crib at the alley 

entrance for non-perishable baby items (diapers, 
wipes, clothing, bibs, towels, blankets, etc..). 

The Cathedral is a distribution site on Thursdays from 
1:30-2:30 P.M.. 

If you know of moms who need help, call 814- 440-
1021. 

Special Christmas Project 

Gift cards are attached to our collection crib. During 
Advent you’re invited to pick one up and purchase an 

item for the Altoona Area Gabriel Project  

New Schedules  

 We are getting ready to start working on our new 
schedules for Readers, Eucharistic Ministers and Altar 
Servers. The current schedule ends on the last Sunday 
of this month. If you have special requests or are not 
available for certain dates, please email pclem-
ens@dioceseaj.org or call the office 814-944-4603. 
The next schedule will begin the 2nd Sunday of Ad-
vent (12/7), and include Christmas season, and contin-
ues to the Sixth Ordinary Time  (2/14). Thank you for 
your willingness to serve. 

Beginning today, the  First 
Sunday of Advent, November 
30, our normal worship aid 
will be  a hymnal with read-
ings. You’ll need to pick up a 
hymnal as you enter the ca-
thedral and return it to the 
table when you leave. They 
are not to be taken home. 

Annually, during the month of October, the Diocese 
asks parishes to take a census of weekend Mass 
aƩendance. At Cathedral, 2,747 people aƩended 
Mass during October. Average weekly aƩendance is 
687 people.: 938 people aƩended the 10 A.M. Sun-
day Mass, 878 people aƩended the 5:00 P.M. Sunday 
Mass,  496 people aƩended the Saturday 5:00 P.M. 
Mass and 435 aƩended the 8:00 A.M. Sunday Mass. 


