Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026
Mass Intentions

May 3, Sunday, Fifth Sunday of Easter
8:00AM+Pat Duffy & Fred Drexler (Tim & JoAnn
Bettwy)
10:00AM Special Intention Dave & Jeanne Thompson
(Kathy Grove)
5:00PM Pro Popolo/ For the People

May 4, Monday, Easter Weekday
12:00PM+Josephine Moloney (Joe & Kim Fornwalt)

May 5, Tuesday, Easter Weekday
12:00PM+Don & Pat Rabine, Birthday (Family)

May 6, Wednesday, Easter Weekday
12:00PM+Karl Burgmeier, Birthday (Daughter Carol)

May 7, Thursday, Easter Weekday
12:00PM+David Hooper, Anniversary (Wife & Family)

May 8, Friday, Easter Weekday
12:00PM+Norberta Wagner (Dave & Maureen
Hanekamp)

May 9, Saturday, Easter Weekday
12:00PM+Barbara Noel, Birthday (Family)
Vigil: Sixth Sunday of Easter
5:00PM+Dave Rossbach, Anniversary (Family)

May 10, Sunday, Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:00AM+Joseph N. Irwin, Birth. (Irwin & Kelleher
Family)

10:00AM+Linda Ciocca (Catherine & Kerry Hallinan)
5:00PM Pro Popolo/ For the People

Confirmation Prep Meeting

All current 8th and 9th grade students and
parents will meet Sunday, May 17th, at 2:00
PM, in the Religious Education Center.

OFERTORY COLLECTIONS
Sunday, April 26, 2026 $ 11,655.85

Thank you for your monetary and personal

contributions to the life of our parish.
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Beginning on Mother’s Day, May

12th, and continuing to Father’s Day,

June 15th, our parish will be partici-
pating in the Annual Precious Life
Baby Bottle Campaign. The bottles

will be available, after the first week-

end in May, at all our entrances.
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CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE 2026

The 2026 Catholic Ministries Drive has begun
throughout our diocese . This year’s theme,

Sent To Serve, reminds us that, by virtue of
baptism, each of us has been Sent to Serve,
entrusted with gifts that are meant to be
shared for the good of others.

The 2026 Catholic Ministries Drive target for

the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament is

$53,700. Dollars raised over our goal will be

returned to our parish. So far, $27,917 has
been pledged.

Blessings to Our First Communion Recipients!

Abigail DeFiccio Ariel Dodson

Audriana Dodson Avana Brooke Forney

Hayden Knisely Joel William McCaulley
Ella Anastasia Rhodes Finley Marc Riley

Rory Sky Sunderland Ryker Wallace Sunderland
Jude Michael Weyer

Confirmation

Blessings to our Confirmation Recipients!

Jocelyn Olivia Ake Deklan Patrick Barr
Ethan Christopher Burkle Grace Camberg

Ronan Timothy Chirdon Nina Sanders Gingrich
Ella Rose Heverly Sophie Elizabeth Heverly

Shannon Mae Hoyne Skylar Renee Irwin

Connor James Kozminski Noah Andrew McCaulley

Devlin Miller Troy Alexander Nachtman
Tyanna Rose Pattillo Xander Mitchell Perris
Xavier Andrew Rhodes Jace Matthew Ritchey
Felicity Rogers Sean Jacob Roland

Lily Grace Sapp Hayden Elizabeth Settle

Nathan Christopher Simanski  Lyla Grace Steward

We would like to thank the parents and teachers for their dedi-
cation to our children and teenagers and for their love of our
faith. May they continue to pass on this love to the next gener-
ation of our Catholic Church.

Stewardship Reflections

The readings on this fifth Sunday of Easter pre-
sents us with themes of dwelling places and home. As
Christian stewards, we are well aware that this world
is not our permanent home. We are merely pilgrims
here, making our way through the stewardship way of
life to our true home, heaven.

Yet, as we make our way to heaven, we are called
to make our dwelling here, whether we are in house-
hold of one or bursting at the seams, our true
‘domestic church’ starts at home. Stewardship is not
just about going to Mass once a week, serving in our
ministries, and giving financially to the parish. Those
are all important, but stewardship begins long before
we step onto our parish campus. It begins with our
with our families, our domestic church.

Let us respond to God’s great love by becoming
good stewards of our earthly swellings, making our
homes true ‘domestic churches’ where we honor God
with our prayer, our thoughtfulness to each other, and
our generous hospitality to all. Let us never forget
that stewardship starts at home.
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Father Andrew Siasa, from the Order of St. Au-
gustine, will be making this year’s Mission Co-
op Appeal this weekend. Please be supportive.

The Order of St. Augustine Vicariate of Tanzania
is dedicated to serving the poor communities in
Tanzania, their seminarians, and the sharing of
the Gospel. They also assist in building schools,
wells, and much more. We are encouraged to
support their mission spiritually and financially.



THE SHRINES OF ITALY PILGRIMAGE

Msgr. Stan Carson will be making a pilgrimage to
Rome and some of the shrines of Italy from Monday,
October 12, to Thursday, October 22, 2026 . Bro-
chures are at the entrances of the cathedral. Details

can also be found at
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link1377752

You may also call Brenda Ajay at 888-462-9299.

The Altoona Gabriel Project is a Catholic Pro-Life
ministry dedicated to helping moms and babies with
supplies, as well as providing spiritual and emotional
support Our parish has a collection crib at the alley
entrance for non-perishable baby items (diapers,
wipes, clothing, bibs, towels, blankets, etc..).

The Cathedral is a distribution site on Thursdays from
1:30-2:30 P.M. If you know of moms who need help,
call 814- 440-1021.

“Joshua” at Sight and Sound

The live action story of “Joshua” is now on stage at the
Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster: A bus trip is
planned on Wednesday, August 26th. The cost is $205.00
per adult. The price includes transportation, show and meal
at Hershey Farms. Travel arrangements by Freedom Excur-
sions. If interested, please contact Carol Galioto at (814)
327-4841.

Cathedral Christian Mothers Annual Tea Party

Cathedral Christian Mothers invites all women of the
parish (and friends) to a special afternoon on Sunday, May
17th, 1:00pm in the Cathedral Hall to celebrate our
Blessed Mother Mary. Our guest speaker will be Mother
Mary Joseph Calore, SSCJ.

Mother Mary Joseph is a perpetually professed mem-
ber of the Sister Servants of the Most Sacred Heart of Je-
sus. She has over 20 years experience in administrative
and business management in her assignments in province
and parish work. She is the Administrator of St. John Paul
I Manor in Cresson. Mother Mary Joseph will speak on
Mary Immaculate, Patroness of the United States. Join us
as we enjoy each other’s company and feast on delicious
treats and teas. Bring your own teacup and share its story.

Reservations are appreciated but not necessary. Sign-
up sheets will be at each door of the Cathedral starting,
May 4th, 2026 or you can contact : Lorraine Beck (240)
676-6704, Mary Ann Bell (814) 942-1016, or Carol Gali-
oto (814) 327-4841. Hope you will join us for a beautiful
afternoon with “Mary.”

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

Do you have a family member who may be interested
in reconnecting with the Catholic Church? Do you know
someone who might be interested in seeking information
about our Catholic faith? The Cathedral Initiation is here
to help support seeking information on the Catholic
Church. Starting in June, these informal inquiry sessions
will discuss aspects of our faith with anyone who might be
thinking of joining the Catholic Church. No commitments
are made at this time. Session dates will be announced in
future bulletins. Are you interested in sharing your faith
with others? Consider joining the team. For future infor-
mation contact Carol Galioto at (814) 327-4841.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT

Journey Through Loss is a nine-week program for those

who have lost a loved one through death or in the past. The
Christian based program provides the opportunity to share
or to listen and offers positives ideas for coping. The next
session begins on Thursday, Mar 21. We will meet weekly
from 6:30-8:00 P.M. in the Parish Center at St. John the
Evangelist Church in Lakemont. All faiths are welcome. For
more information or to register, contact Mary Petrak at 814
-502-6076.

The Church of Altoona-Johnstown

THE CATHEDRAL
OF THE

BLESSED SACRAMENT

ONE CATHEDRAL SQUARE, Altoona, Pennsylvania 16601-3315
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 3, 2026

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:
The process of formation for those seeking God
through membership in the Catholic Church.
Call 814-944-4603
INFANT BAPTISM:
Arrange in advance for pre-baptismal instructions.
CONFIRMATION:

Ninth, tenth and eleventh and twelfth grade students
are invited to participate in the Confirmation Prepa-
ration Process.

RECONCILIATION:

Wednesday: 7:00 PM, Saturday: 12:30 PM or by

appointment, by texting or calling 814-937-8240
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:

Upon Request and Communal celebration
MARRIAGE:

Arrange nine months in advance. Couples expected

to participate in pre-marriage preparation program.
DEVOTIONS:

Eucharistic Adoration - Normally, the First

Wednesday 12:30 PM - 6:45 PM

Eucharistic Day - Feast of the Body and Blood of
Christ.

PRO-LIFE ROSARY

Sponsored by the Christian Mothers on Thursdays
after the noon Mass.

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, J.C.D., Bishop
Reverend Monsignor Stanley Carson, Rector
Paula Clemens, Parish Secretary

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Chris Laraia - Pre-K thru 12 - 814-312-7317
Religious Education Office: Sundays - 814-943-7424
E-mail: claraia@dioceseaj.org

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Mr. Bob Long 814-944-2044, rlong@dioceseaj.org

CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME - 814-944-4603
GABRIEL PROJECT-814-440-1021

MAIL MINISTRY TO ELDERLY, HOMEBOUND,
SERIOUSLY SICK, AND GRIEVING - 814-944-4603

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM:
September through April: Pre-Kindergarten thru 12.
Sunday morning 8:30 AM - 9:45 AM Pre-Kindergarten
thru 8. Grades 9-12 Sunday evening at 6:15 P.M.

Church Office: 814-944-4603
Msgr. Carson E-mail:
scarson@dioceseaj.org

Secretary E-mail:

WEB
www.altoonacathedral.org

Sunday:

5:00 PM (Vigil)
8:00 AM

10:00 AM

5:00 PM

pclemens@dioceseaj.org
Fax: 814-942-4337
Mass Times

Facebook
www.facebook.com/cathedralofaltoona

Weekday:
12:00 Noon

Saturday:
12:00 Noon

Serving the People of God in the City of Altoona Since 1851



