
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 17, 2026 

      Mass Intentions                                                 
 
 
May 17, Sunday, Seventh Sunday of Easter 
     8:00AM+Mary Ann Weaklend (Brian & Teresa Stayer) 
   10:00AM+Dr. Matthew Roscia (Greg & Karen Querry) 
     5:00PM   Pro Popolo/ For the People 
 
May 18, Monday, Sain John I, Pope and Martyr 
   12:00PM+The Lavelle Family (Phyllis Lavell Sheetz) 
     
May 19, Tuesday, Easter Weekday 
   12:00PM+For Our Mothers (McNelis All Stars and 

Friends) 
   
May 20, Wednesday, Saint Bernadine of Siena, Priest 
    12:00PM+John Kirsch, Ann. (Marlene and Family) 
   
May 21, Thursday, Easter, Saint Christopher Magal-

lanes, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs 
    12:00PM+Robert Burchfield (John and Pam Donley) 
      
May 22, Friday, Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious 
    12:00PM+Wanda Burgmeier (Daughter, Carol Talley) 
       
May 23, Saturday, Easter Weekday 
    12:00PM+Amanda Ahles (Hosgood Family) 
Vigil: Pentecost Sunday 
      5:00PM+Nancy Jones (Dolly Summers) 
 
May 24, Sunday, Pentecost Sunday 
     8:00AM+Frances Pagliaro, Birthday (Family) 
   10:00AM+Andrew Wolford, Birth. (Hosgood Family) 
     5:00PM  Pro Popolo/ For the People 

OFERTORY COLLECTIONS  

Sunday, May 10, 2026 $ 11,991.24                                         
Thank you for your monetary and personal 

contributions to the life of our parish. 

 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE 2026 

The 2026 Catholic Ministries Drive has be-
gun throughout our diocese . This year’s 
theme, Sent To Serve, reminds us that, by 
virtue of bapƟsm, each of us has been Sent 
to Serve, entrusted with giŌs that are meant 
to be shared for the good of others. 

The 2026 Catholic Ministries Drive target for 
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament is 
$53,700. Dollars raised over our goal will be 
returned to our parish. So far, $42,070.00 or 
78% of our target has been pledged. Thank 
you. 

We are currently participating in The 
Annual Precious Life Baby Bottle 
Campaign. The baby bottles are 
available at our entrances. We have 
the opportunity to support pro-life 
services by placing our donations in 
baby bottles and returning them on 
Father’s Day weekend, June 20-21. 

Confirmation Prep Meeting                                                  
 All current 8th and 9th grade students and 
parents will meet today, Sunday, May 17th, at 
2:00 PM, in the Religious Education Center. 

Mass for Widows and Widowers to be Televised 
 Remember your loved ones on Sunday, May 24, 
2026 with a televised Mass Celebrated by Bishop 
Mark Bartchak at 11:00AM on WATM ABC 23. 
All spouses will be acknowledged and remembered at 
Mass. All persons who have lost a spouse through 
death throughout the Altoona-Johnstown Diocese are 
invited to register by contacting the Family Life Office 
at 814-317-2643 or email familylife@dioceseaj.org. 
When registering, please give your  name, address, 
phone number, and the name of the spouse who has 
passed away. The last day to register is Thursday, 
May 21, 2026. The event is sponsored by the Diocese 
Family Life Office and the Catholic Ministries 
Drive.                                                                              
 Please be advised a special broadcast of a sporting 
event on WATM ABC 23 may delay this broadcast. 
All names will be seen during Communion.  

2026 Lent and Easter Season-Thank You  

 On behalf of Bishop Mark and the Diocese of Al-
toona-Johnstown Offices of Liturgy, Sacrament Prepa-
ration and Christian Initiation, a sincere Thank You is 
extended to the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 
Parish: Msgr. Stan Carson, Rector, the Social Com-
mittee, Bob Long, Director of Music, and Choirs, 
Ushers, and Altar Servers for hosting and assisting 
with the Rite of Election, Chrism Mass, four Confir-
mation Masses, and the Neophyte Mass. Thank you 
also to the parishioners who helped in the Oil Room 
for the Chrism Mass, and Paula Clemens, Parish Sec-
retary. These celebrations would not be as prayerful, 
welcoming, and Spirit-filled without all the efforts of 
these men, women and youth. Blessings to you! 

- Mrs. Jeanne Thompson, Coordinator 

 

Mass Celebrating 125th Anniversary  

 In Celebration of the 125th anniversary of the 
Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, all the faithful are 
invited to a Mass of Thanksgiving celebrated by 
Bishop Mark on May 31 at 2:00 p.m. at the Ca-
thedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Altoona. 
Priests, deacons, and men and women religious 
will be in attendance. All parishioners of the dio-
cese are welcomed and encouraged to attend the 
Mass. Anyone wishing to be part of the festival 
choir for the Mass may contact Cathedral Music 
Director Robert Long at 814-944-2044, or email-
ing him at rlong@dioceseaj.org. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UN-
DERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

May 17, 2026, 7th Sunday of Easter, John 17:1-11a 

Not long after my brother’s first child was born, a beautiful 
little girl named Mary Elise, I asked him what it was like. 
Was he nervous? Overwhelmed? He said, “When I first held 
her, I was in such shock. I think I just said, ‘I am your dad. I 
am your dad.’” That moment marked a deep transformation 
for him. He was not just holding a baby; he was stepping into 
a new identity. Over the years, I have seen him live his fa-
therhood with quiet sacrifice, joy, and faithfulness. It started 
with that moment of truth. 

This, I propose, is a glimpse of what Jesus means when he 
prays, “Consecrate them in the truth.” (John 17:17) To be 
consecrated is to be set apart in love, not taken out of the 
world. Consecration sends us into it with a new identity, al-
ways one that binds us to him and to others in love. Our bond 
to Jesus and others is the deep truth that he continually re-
news. 

Whenever we speak deep truths about ourselves, we experi-
ence this renewal: “I have sinned;” “I need help;” “I forgive 
you;” “I take you as my husband;” “I believe in one God…” 
Whether in confession, in the liturgy, or in a recovery group, 
truth heals and transforms. 

And the deepest truth of all? That we belong to the Risen and 
Ascended Christ. Our lives are no longer just ours. We are 
his and he is ours. 

Name one truth you need to step into more deeply, about 
yourself, someone else, or God. Maybe put it on a note on 
your mirror. Let that truth consecrate you this week. 

— Father John Muir   ©LPi 



The Church of Altoona-Johnstown 
THE CATHEDRAL 

OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

ONE CATHEDRAL SQUARE, Altoona, Pennsylvania  16601-3315 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 17, 2026 

CHRISTIAN  INITIATION  OF  ADULTS: 
 The process of formation for those seeking God 

through membership in the Catholic Church. 
 Call 814-944-4603 
INFANT  BAPTISM: 
 Arrange in advance for pre-baptismal instructions. 
CONFIRMATION: 
 Ninth, tenth and eleventh and twelfth grade students 

are invited to participate in the Confirmation Prepa-
ration Process. 

RECONCILIATION: 
 Wednesday: 7:00 PM, Saturday: 12:30 PM or by 

appointment, by texting or calling 814-937-8240  
ANOINTING  OF  THE  SICK: 
 Upon Request and Communal celebration 
MARRIAGE: 
 Arrange nine months in advance.  Couples expected 

to participate in pre-marriage preparation program. 
DEVOTIONS: 
 Eucharistic Adoration - Normally, the First 

 Wednesday 12:30 PM - 6:45 PM 
 Eucharistic Day - Feast of the Body and Blood of 

 Christ. 
PRO-LIFE ROSARY 
     Sponsored by the Christian Mothers on Thursdays 

after the noon Mass.  

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, J.C.D., Bishop 
Reverend Monsignor Stanley Carson,  Rector 
Paula Clemens, Parish Secretary 
 
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 
   Chris Laraia  - Pre-K thru 12 - 814-312-7317 
   Religious Education Office: Sundays - 814-943-7424 
 E-mail: claraia@dioceseaj.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
    Mr. Bob Long 814-944-2044, rlong@dioceseaj.org 
 
CATHOLICS RETURNING  HOME - 814-944-4603 
 
GABRIEL PROJECT-814-440-1021 
 
MAIL MINISTRY TO ELDERLY, HOMEBOUND, 
SERIOUSLY SICK, AND GRIEVING - 814-944-4603 
 
RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  PROGRAM: 
 September through April:  Pre-Kindergarten thru 12.  

Sunday morning 8:30 AM - 9:45 AM Pre-Kindergarten   
thru 8. Grades 9-12 Sunday evening at 6:15 P.M. 

Serving the People of God in the City of Altoona Since 1851 

WEB 
www.altoonacathedral.org 

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/cathedralofaltoona 

Church Office: 814-944-4603 
Msgr. Carson E-mail:  
scarson@dioceseaj.org 

Secretary E-mail:  
pclemens@dioceseaj.org 

Fax: 814-942-4337 
Mass Times 

 Sunday:    Weekday: 
 5:00 PM (Vigil)  12:00 Noon 
      8:00 AM 
 10:00 AM    Saturday: 
 5:00 PM    12:00 Noon 

 

The Altoona Gabriel Project  is a Catholic Pro-Life 
ministry dedicated to helping moms and babies with 
supplies, as well as providing spiritual and emotional 
support Our parish has a collection crib at the alley 

entrance for non-perishable baby items (diapers, 
wipes, clothing, bibs, towels, blankets, etc..). 

The Cathedral is a distribution site on Thursdays 
from 1:30-2:30 P.M. If you know of moms who need 

help, call 814- 440-1021. 

THE SHRINES OF ITALY PILGRIMAGE 

Msgr. Stan Carson will be making a pilgrimage to Rome 
and some of the shrines of Italy  from Monday, Octo-
ber 12, to Thursday, October 22, 2026 . Brochures are 
at the entrances  of the cathedral.  Details can also be 
found at hƩps://gateway.gocolleƩe.com/link1377752 

You may also call Brenda Ajay at 888-462-9299. Order of Christian Initiation of Adults                                            
 Do you have a family member who may be inter-
ested in reconnecting with the Catholic Church? Do 
you know someone who might be interested in seeking 
information about our Catholic faith? The Cathedral 
Initiation is here to help support seeking information 
on the Catholic Church. Starting in June, these infor-
mal inquiry sessions will discuss aspects of our faith 
with anyone who might be thinking of joining the 
Catholic Church. No commitments are made at this 
time. Session dates will be announced in future bulle-
tins. Are you interested in sharing your faith with oth-
ers? Consider joining the team. For future information 
contact Carol Galioto at (814) 327-4841.  

“Joshua” at Sight and Sound  

 The live action story of “Joshua” is now on stage 
at the Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster: A bus 
trip is planned on Wednesday, August 26th. The cost 
is $205.00 per adult. The price includes transporta-
tion, show and meal at Hershey Farms. Travel ar-
rangements by Freedom Excursions. If interested, 
please contact Carol Galioto at (814) 327-4841. 

  

Cathedral Christian Mothers  Annual Tea Party    
 Cathedral Christian Mothers invites all women of the 
parish (and friends) to a special afternoon this Sunday, 
May 17th, 1:00pm in the Cathedral Hall to celebrate our 
Blessed Mother Mary. Our guest speaker will be Mother 
Mary Joseph Calore, SSCJ.                                                         
 Mother Mary Joseph is a perpetually professed mem-
ber of the Sister Servants of the Most Sacred Heart of Je-
sus. She has over 20 years experience in administrative 
and business management in her assignments in province 
and parish work. She is the Administrator of St. John Paul 
II Manor in Cresson. Mother Mary Joseph will speak on 
Mary Immaculate, Patroness of the United States. Join us 
as we enjoy each other’s company and feast on delicious 
treats and teas. Bring your own teacup and share its story. 
 Reservations are appreciated but not necessary. Sign-
up sheets will be at each door of the Cathedral starting, 
May 4th, 2026 or you can contact : Lorraine Beck (240) 
676-6704, Mary Ann Bell (814) 942-1016, or Carol Gali-
oto (814) 327-4841. Hope you will join us for a beautiful 
afternoon with “Mary.” 


