
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 12, 2026   

      Mass Intentions                                                 
 
 
July 12, Sunday, Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     8:00AM+Bear McCloskey (Kenneth & Carol McGeary) 
   10:00AM+Patsy Gallagher (Patrick Farrell Family) 
     5:00PM  Pro Popolo/ For the People 
 
July 13, Monday, Saint Henry 
   12:00PM+Dennis Skorupa (Mark & Amy Lego) 
     
July 14, Tuesday, Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 
   12:00PM  Special Intention Mr. & Mrs. Michael Conroy, 

50th Wed. Ann. (Bill & Judy Mangicarne) 
   
July 15, Wednesday, Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and 

Doctor of the Church 
    12:00PM+Doris Carson Eget (Timothy Balconi) 
   
July 16, Thursday, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
    12:00PM+Paul & Geraldine Rose, Wed Ann. (Kathy 

Rose) 
      
July 17, Friday, Weekday 
    12:00PM+Charles Brady, Birthday, (Joe & Dee Shellen-

berger) 
       
July 18, Saturday, Saint Camillus de Lellis 
    12:00PM+Rosemarie Fedeli, Birth. (The Bauer Family) 
Vigil:  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  5:00PM+Diane Johnston, Ann. (Mom & Family) 
 
July 19, Sunday, Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     8:00AM  BGHS Class of “1971” (Class Reunion) 
                  +Joseph Stevens, Anniversary (Family) 
   10:00AM+Shirley Keirn, Birthday (Husband Joe) 
     5:00PM  Pro Popolo/ For the People 

OFERTORY COLLECTIONS  

Sunday, July 5 2026: See next week’s 
bulletin.  Thank you for your monetary 
and personal contributions to the life 

of our parish. 

 

The 2026 Catholic Ministries Drive target for 
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament is 
$53,700. Dollars raised over our goal will be 
returned to our parish. So far, $52,945.00 or 
98.5% of our target has been pledged. Thank 
you. 

 

The Altoona Gabriel Project  is a Catholic Pro-Life 
ministry dedicated to helping moms and babies with 
supplies, as well as providing spiritual and emotional 

support Our parish has a collection crib at the alley en-
trance for non-perishable baby items (diapers, wipes, 

clothing, bibs, towels, blankets, etc..).                            
 The Cathedral is a distribution site on Thursdays 
from 1:30-2:30 P.M. If you know of moms who need 

help, call 814- 440-1021. 

You are invited to contribute to The Centennial 
Challenge a capital campaign to assist in making 
essenƟal repairs to the Carmelite Sisters’ monas-
tery in LoreƩo. You are encouraged to help pre-
serve their nearly 100 year-old monastery so they 
may conƟnue to welcome future generaƟons of 
Nuns into their dedicaƟon to quiet love and pray-
er. There are informaƟon folders at the Cathe-
dral’s entrances. 

Church Picnic                                                                
 Our parish will have a picnic on Sunday, 
August 2nd, at the Catholic War Veterans 
Club from 1-4 P.M. The parish will provide 
the chicken and hot dogs. You’re invited to 
bring a covered dish.                                                          
 If you are planning to attend please call 
Paula at the office at 814-944-4603, Roberta 
Burns at (301) 741-6467, or Paula’s Cell 
(814) 215-5949, with your name, how many 
are attending, how many children, and what 
you are bringing as a side dish.                                                
 There will be a sign-up sheet at all the en-
trance doors of the church. 

Basket Bingo                                                                          
 Basket Bingo SAVE THE DATE! And 
mark your calendars for Sunday, September 
27, 2026, for our basket bingo at Father Kelley 
Hall. Donations are being accepted and are ap-
preciated.                                                                                                   
  

Basket Bingo Tickets                                                          
 Basket Bingo Tickets are now available at 
the Thirteenth Avenue entrance after all Mass-
es, and also at the Parish Center Office. Hours 
there  are 8:30AM-4:30PM, Monday thru 
Thursday and Friday, 8:00AM to 3:00PM at 
1405-13th Avenue .They are $25.00 per person, 
and also a value pack can be bought for an ad-
ditional $30.00. If you have any questions call 
Paula at the Parish Office at 814-944-4603, Her 
cell # 814-215-5949, or Lorraine Beck cell at 1-
240-676 6704. DAUBBERS UP!!!!!!  

In celebration of the 125th anniversary of our dio-
cese, Proclaim! Is sponsoring a might with the 
Altoona Curve at 6:00 P.M. on  Friday, August 
14, at PNG Field in Altoona. Proclaim! is hosting 
a picnic supper at 5:00 P.M. Game tickets are $9 
for adults and $7 for children ages 3-12. The pic-
nic supper is free with the purchase of tickets. To 
purchase tickets, contact Cory Homan at the Al-
toona Curve at 814-283-3128 or cho-
man@altoonacurve.com 

GraƟtude is extended to those who parƟci-
pated in  250 hours of AdoraƟon during the 

250th Anniversary of America.  



The Church of Altoona-Johnstown 
THE CATHEDRAL 

OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

ONE CATHEDRAL SQUARE, Altoona, Pennsylvania  16601-3315 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, JULY 12, 2026 

CHRISTIAN  INITIATION  OF  ADULTS: 
 The process of formation for those seeking God 

through membership in the Catholic Church. 
 Call 814-944-4603 
INFANT  BAPTISM: 
 Arrange in advance for pre-baptismal instructions. 
CONFIRMATION: 
 Ninth, tenth and eleventh and twelfth grade students 

are invited to participate in the Confirmation Prepa-
ration Process. 

RECONCILIATION: 
 Wednesday: 7:00 PM, Saturday: 12:30 PM or by 

appointment, by texting or calling 814-937-8240  
ANOINTING  OF  THE  SICK: 
 Upon Request and Communal celebration 
MARRIAGE: 
 Arrange nine months in advance.  Couples expected 

to participate in pre-marriage preparation program. 
DEVOTIONS: 
 Eucharistic Adoration - Normally, the First 

 Wednesday 12:30 PM - 6:45 PM 
 Eucharistic Day - Feast of the Body and Blood of 

 Christ. 
PRO-LIFE ROSARY 
     Sponsored by the Christian Mothers on Thursdays 

after the noon Mass.  

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, J.C.D., Bishop 
Reverend Monsignor Stanley Carson,  Rector 
Paula Clemens, Parish Secretary 
 
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 
   Chris Laraia  - Pre-K thru 12 - 814-312-7317 
   Religious Education Office: Sundays - 814-943-7424 
 E-mail: claraia@dioceseaj.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
    Mr. Bob Long 814-944-2044, rlong@dioceseaj.org 
 
CATHOLICS RETURNING  HOME - 814-944-4603 
 
GABRIEL PROJECT-814-440-1021 
 
MAIL MINISTRY TO ELDERLY, HOMEBOUND, 
SERIOUSLY SICK, AND GRIEVING - 814-944-4603 
 
RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  PROGRAM: 
 September through April:  Pre-Kindergarten thru 12.  

Sunday morning 8:30 AM - 9:45 AM Pre-Kindergarten   
thru 8. Grades 9-12 Sunday evening at 6:15 P.M. 

Serving the People of God in the City of Altoona Since 1851 

WEB 
www.altoonacathedral.org 

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/cathedralofaltoona 

Church Office: 814-944-4603 
Msgr. Carson E-mail:  
scarson@dioceseaj.org 

Secretary E-mail:  
pclemens@dioceseaj.org 

Fax: 814-942-4337 
Mass Times 

 Sunday:    Weekday: 
 5:00 PM (Vigil)  12:00 Noon 
      8:00 AM 
 10:00 AM    Saturday: 
 5:00 PM    12:00 Noon 

 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA/RCIA)  
Cathedral’s Newest Member                                                             
 On Sunday, June 28th, we welcomed the newest 
member of the Cathedral Parish. Andrea Taylor was re-
ceived into the Catholic Church through our parish Chris-
tian Initiation process. Now through her Baptism and Con-
firmation she joins us at the Eucharistic table. Congratula-
tions, Andrea and welcome. Please keep her and her fami-
ly in your prayers as she continues her journey of the 
Catholic Church. 

 Do you know of someone who might be interested in 
seeking information about our Catholic faith? Are you 
interested in the Catholic Church? The Cathedral Christian 
Initiation Team is available to meet with anyone seeking 
information about the Catholic Church. These are informal 
Inquiry Sessions to discuss aspects of our faith. All are 
welcome; bring a friend. If you are interested or would 
like more information, please contact Carol Galioto at 
(814) 327-4841. 

Cathedral Christian Mother’s Update                                            
 Christmas decorations in July? Why not! Come enjoy 
refreshments and have fun making your own Christmas 
wreath with Lorraine Beck and other Christian Mother’s 
on Wednesday, July 15th from 1:00-3:00pm in the church 
hall. The fee is $10.00 and we supply everything you 
need. Just turn on your creative ideas and go home with a 
beautiful decoration for your home. Reservations are nec-
essary. Sign up sheet at each door. For more information, 
contact Lorraine Beck (240) 676-6704 or Carol Galioto 
(814) 327-4841.  

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

July 12, 2026, Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 13:1-23 

Sometimes I feel capable of absorbing almost anything 
except God’s Word. My mind soaks up song lyrics, 
sports trivia, and endless online content. But what was 
the reading at Mass this morning? I struggle to recall. 
That realization discourages me, and it leads to an un-
comfortable question. What is my heart really for? Is it 
shaped for constant information and distraction, or is it 
truly designed for God? Am I capable of deeply receiv-
ing His Word? 

Jesus speaks directly to this today with a simple image. 
“The seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the 
word and understands it.” By comparing the Word of 
the Kingdom to a seed, Jesus reveals something hopeful 
about us. The human heart is made for that seed. Soil 
and seed belong together. No matter how compacted, 
rocky, or overgrown the ground has become, the Sower 
never stops sowing. 

God loves our hearts. He sees them as a farmer sees his 
fields, full of potential. Human hearts can indeed 
“understand the Word.” Understanding does not mean 
mastering information. It means letting the Word sink 
in, interacting with it, and giving it a home. It means 
trusting that, beneath the surface, God is at work in qui-
et and hidden ways. 

When we allow the Holy Spirit to loosen the soil of our 
hearts through prayer, repentance, and simplicity, the 
same Word that created the universe begins to bear fruit 
in us, 30, 60, even a hundredfold. 

Lord Jesus, Sower of life, soften the soil of my heart. 
Let Your Word take root in me again, and bring forth 
the fruit You desire. Amen. 

— Father John Muir     ©LPi 

Celebrating All Grandparents                                                     
 On Sunday, July 26th, our Christian Mothers 

are honoring the grandparents of our parish 
with a reception after the 10:00AM Mass, in the 
Parish Hall. It is the World Day of Grandparents 
and Elderly. Plan to join the fun again this year. 

Religious Education PK/8                                                         
 Would you like to help teach children about our 

Catholic faith? Our Religious Education program is in 
need of a volunteer to tach our 8th grade class this 

year. This is a wonderful opportunity to pass our faith 
on our faith and to deepen your own faith life.                                            

 For more information, please contact Chris Laraia 
at 814-312-7317 or claria@dioceseaj.org. 

Registration for Religious Ed Pre K-12 and Sacra-
ment Prep  

 Saturday August 15 and Sunday August 16 will be 
registration for all Rel Ed and Sacrament Prep stu-
dents. Enter in the 14th Street Religious Education 
Office before or after all weekend Masses. Please 
bring baptism certificate for any new students. 


