Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 19, 2026
Mass Intentions

July 19, Sunday, Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00AM BGHS Class of “1971” (Class Reunion)
+Joseph Stevens, Anniversary (Family)
10:00AM-+Shirley Keirn, Birthday (Husband Joe)
5:00PM Pro Popolo/ For the People

July 20, Monday, Saint Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr
12:00PM+Craig Manford (John & Beverly Buterbaugh)

July 21, Tuesday, Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest
and Doctor of the Church
12:00PM+Patricia Byrne (McNelis All Stars and Friends)

July 22, Wednesday, Saint Mary Magdalene
12:00PM Special Intention Bob Klisiewicz (Mary &
Family)

July 23, Thursday, Saint Bridget, Religious
12:00PM+Helen Tomassetti (Don Mrdjenovich)

July 24, Friday, Saint Sharbel Makhluf, Priest
12:00PM+Richard Augustine (Mary Jo Moloney)

July 25, Saturday, Saint James Apostle
12:00PM+Phyllis Kosut (Kathy Greger & Family)
Vigil: Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00PM-+Family of William & Ray Seymour (Clarence
& Diane Seymour)

July 26, Sunday, Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00AM+Carol Martino (Shawn & Marie Bettwy)
10:00AM+Dec/Living Family Members of E.T. Smith
Family (George Smith Jr.)
5:00PM Pro Popolo/ For the People

fours of

Adoration
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Gratitude is extended to those who partici-
pated in 250 hours of Adoration during the
250th Anniversary of America.

OFERTORY COLLECTIONS
Sunday, July 5 2026 $14,677.11
Sunday, July 12, 2026 $ 7,373.40

Thank you for your monetary and
personal contributions to the life of our
parish.

Church Picnic

Our parish will have a picnic on Sunday,
August 2nd, at the Catholic War Veterans
Club from 1-4 P.M. The parish will provide
the chicken and hot dogs. You’re invited to
bring a covered dish.

If you are planning to attend please call
Paula at the office at 814-944-4603, Roberta
Burns at (301) 741-6467, or Paula’s Cell
(814) 215-5949, with your name, how many
are attending, how many children, and what
you are bringing as a side dish.

There will be a sign-up sheet at all the en-
trance doors of the church.

Catholic
Ministries
Drive

DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN

The 2026 Catholic Ministries Drive target for
the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament is
$53,700. Dollars raised over our goal will be
returned to our parish. So far, $55,605 of

our target has been pledged/donated from
155 donors. Thank you very much.

In celebration of the 125th anniversary of our diocese,

Proclaim! Is sponsoring a might with the Altoona Curve

at 6:00 P.M. on Friday, August 14, at PNG Field in Al-

toona. Game tickets are $9 for adults and $7 for children
ages 3-12. To purchase tickets, contact Cory Homan at the
Altoona Curve at 814-283-3128. Since we have reached

the maximum number for our pre-game picnic, picnic

seating is no longer available. Moving forward, tickets for
the game will still be available, but the ticket will not in-

clude the group picnic.
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PROJECT

The Altoona Gabriel Project is a Catholic Pro-Life

ministry dedicated to helping moms and babies with
supplies, as well as providing spiritual and emotional
support Our parish has a collection crib at the alley en-
trance for non-perishable baby items (diapers, wipes,

clothing, bibs, towels, blankets, etc..).
The Cathedral is a distribution site on Thursdays
from 1:30-2:30 P.M. If you know of moms who need
help, call 814- 440-1021.

"THERE IS NO
SINNER IN THE
WORLD,
HOWEVER
MUCH AT
ENMITY WITH
GOD,WHO
CANNOT
RECOVER
GOD'S GRACE
BY RECOURSE
TO MARY, AND
BY ASKING HER
ASSISTANCE."

SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN
FEAST DAY 23 JULY

@

777N \'

Basket Bingo
Basket Bingo SAVE THE DATE! And mark your

calendars for Sunday, September 27, 2026, for our
basket bingo at Father Kelley Hall. Donations are be-
ing accepted and are appreciated.

Basket Bingo Tickets

Basket Bingo Tickets are now available at the
Thirteenth Avenue entrance after all Masses, and also
at the Parish Center Office. Hours there are 8:30AM-
4:30PM, Monday thru Thursday and Friday, 8:00AM
to 3:00PM at 1405-13th Avenue .They are $25.00 per
person, and also a value pack can be bought for an ad-
ditional $30.00. If you have any questions call Paula at
the Parish Office at 814-944-4603, Her cell # 814-215-
5949, or Lorraine Beck cell at 1-240-676 6704.

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UN-
DERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE- July 19, 2026 -Sixteenth

Sunday in Ordinary Time

A man recently told me he was losing patience with the
Church. “It’s supposed to be God’s Kingdom on earth,” he
said, “but it’s full of contradictions and hypocrisy. Why can’t
the Church just be better?” That last word landed with a
judgmental thud. It hurt. Because at times the Church can
look painfully ordinary, even disappointing.

But Jesus’ parables in today’s Gospel meet that frustration
head-on. He says, “The kingdom of heaven may be likened
to a man who sowed good seed in his field,” yet the weeds
grow up with the wheat, and the master allows both to grow
together until harvest. To his listeners, this sounded strange,
even offensive. They expected God’s reign to be pure, pow-
erful, and glorious, anything but mixed up, hidden, or small.

Jesus is showing us something essential. The Kingdom al-
ways begins small and grows amid imperfection. Grace and
weakness exist side by side until the harvest. That is why the
Church often looks messy. Yet within that mess, God’s quiet
work continues. The weeds do not stop the wheat from grow-
ing.

When we see the Church’s flaws or our own, it helps to re-
member that this is exactly the field in which Christ chose to
plant. The miracle is not that everything looks perfect, but
that his Word keeps taking root anyway. Lord, give me pa-
tience with Your field, the Church. Help me see Your hidden
life growing even among the weeds. Amen. Father John Muir
© LP1



Respect Life Update

Back in October many of you spiritually adopted a ba-
by. These past nine months have gone by fast and now it is
almost time for delivery! The baby you have been praying
for continues to mature during the month, experiencing a
rapid development of the brain. The baby can see at this
stage and will begin to kick more. Most of the internal or-
gans and systems are fully developed. The lungs become
mature during this time in preparation for the birth. Reflex-
es become more coordinated, allowing the baby to respond
to sounds, blink, grasp, and turn his or her head. Your baby
is now 18-20 inches long and could weigh at least 71bs!
Due to your many, many prayers, the baby and mother are
doing well. Continue to keep both of them in your prayers
as they now experience childbirth and begin emotional
bonding. Please keep all parents and unborn babies in your
prayers. If you would like to spiritually adopt another moth-
er/baby over the next 9 months, please say this prayer every
day:  “Gracious Lord, I love you very much. I beg You
to spare the life of the unborn baby that [ have spiritually
adopted who maybe in danger of abortion. I also pray for
Y our wisdom and guidance for the baby’s mother and fa-
ther and for the wellspring of love and support from all
those around them. In Jesus name, Amen”

Over 150 people from around 15 states visited
our Cathedral while Big Boy was in town. A
sincere expression of gratitude is extended to
our volunteer greeters and guides. Our guests
were treated to the musical talents of six or-
ganists, including Bob Long. The organizational
and oversight work of Randy Isenberg and Ste-
ve Kiser, and the promotional work of Ethan
Potter were valuable contributions. A list of
the greeters and guides will be in next week’s
bulletin.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA/RCIA)
Cathedral’s Newest Member

On Sunday, June 28th, we welcomed the newest
member of the Cathedral Parish. Andrea Taylor was re-
ceived into the Catholic Church through our parish Chris-
tian Initiation process. Now through her Baptism and Con-
firmation she joins us at the Eucharistic table. Congratula-
tions, Andrea and welcome. Please keep her and her fami-
ly in your prayers as she continues her journey of the
Catholic Church.

Do you know of someone who might be interested in
seeking information about our Catholic faith? Are you
interested in the Catholic Church? The Cathedral Christian
Initiation Team is available to meet with anyone seeking
information about the Catholic Church. These are informal
Inquiry Sessions to discuss aspects of our faith. All are
welcome; bring a friend. If you are interested or would
like more information, please contact Carol Galioto at
(814) 327-4841.

Religious Education PK/8

Would you like to help teach children about our
Catholic faith? Our Religious Education program is in

need of a volunteer to teach our 8th grade class this
year. This is a wonderful opportunity to pass our faith

on and to deepen your own faith life.
For more information, please contact Chris Laraia
at 814-312-7317 or claria@dioceseaj.org.

Registration for Religious Ed Pre K-12 and Sacra-
ment Prep

Saturday, August 15, and Sunday, August 16, will
be registration for all Rel Ed and Sacrament Prep stu-
dents. Enter in the 14th Street Religious Education
Office before or after all weekend Masses. Please
bring baptism certificate for any new students.

Celebrating All Grandparents
On Sunday, July 26th, our Christian Moth-
ers are honoring the grandparents of our par-
ish with a reception after the 10:00AM Mass,
in the Parish Hall. It is the World Day of
Grandparents and Elderly. Plan to join the fun
again this year.

The Church of Altoona-Johnstown

THE CATHEDRAL
OF THE

BLESSED SACRAMENT

ONE CATHEDRAL SQUARE, Altoona, Pennsylvania 16601-3315
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, JULY 19, 2026

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:

The process of formation for those seeking God
through membership in the Catholic Church.

Call 814-944-4603
INFANT BAPTISM:
Arrange in advance for pre-baptismal instructions.
CONFIRMATION:
Ninth, tenth and eleventh and twelfth grade students
are invited to participate in the Confirmation Prepa-
ration Process.
RECONCILIATION:
Wednesday: 7:00 PM, Saturday: 12:30 PM or by
appointment, by texting or calling 814-937-8240
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
Upon Request and Communal celebration
MARRIAGE:
Arrange nine months in advance. Couples expected
to participate in pre-marriage preparation program.
DEVOTIONS:
Eucharistic Adoration - Normally, the First
Wednesday 12:30 PM - 6:45 PM
Eucharistic Day - Feast of the Body and Blood of
Christ.
PRO-LIFE ROSARY
Sponsored by the Christian Mothers on Thursdays
after the noon Mass.

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, J.C.D., Bishop
Reverend Monsignor Stanley Carson, Rector
Paula Clemens, Parish Secretary

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Chris Laraia - Pre-K thru 12 - 814-312-7317
Religious Education Office: Sundays - 814-943-7424
E-mail: claraia@dioceseaj.org

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Mr. Bob Long 814-944-2044, rlong@dioceseaj.org

CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME - 814-944-4603
GABRIEL PROJECT-814-440-1021

MAIL MINISTRY TO ELDERLY, HOMEBOUND,
SERIOUSLY SICK, AND GRIEVING - 814-944-4603

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM:
September through April: Pre-Kindergarten thru 12.
Sunday morning 8:30 AM - 9:45 AM Pre-Kindergarten
thru 8. Grades 9-12 Sunday evening at 6:15 P.M.

Church Office: 814-944-4603
Msgr. Carson E-mail:
scarson@dioceseaj.org

Secretary E-mail:

WEB
www.altoonacathedral.org

Sunday:

5:00 PM (Vigil)
8:00 AM

10:00 AM

5:00 PM

pclemens@dioceseaj.org
Fax: 814-942-4337
Mass Times

Facebook
www.facebook.com/cathedralofaltoona

Weekday:
12:00 Noon

Saturday:
12:00 Noon

Serving the People of God in the City of Altoona Since 1851



