
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 9, 2026   

      Mass Intentions                                                 
 
 
August 9, Sunday, Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 
     8:00AM+Butch Mangiacarne (Toots and Mike Duffy) 
   10:00AM+Doris Carson Eget (Tom & Becky DeHaven) 
     5:00PM  Pro Popolo/ For the People 
 
August 10, Monday,  Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Mar-

tyr 
   12:00PM+Josephine Moloney (Joe & Kim Fornwalt) 
     
August 11, Tuesday, Saint Claire, Virgin 
   12:00PM+Betty Cernansky, Birth. (Patty Goss and 

Friends) 
   
August 12, Wednesday, Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, 

Religious  
    12:00PM+Thomas P. Kilcoyne (Steph & Jim Kilcoyne) 
   
August 13, Thursday, Saints Pontian, Pope, and Hippol-

ytus, Priest, Martyrs 
    12:00PM+Deceased Classmates and Family Members 

(McNelis All Stars and Friends) 
      
August 14, Friday, Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and 

Martyr 
    12:00PM  Special Intention Kim Capouellez (Family) 
 
August 15, Saturday, The Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary  
    12:00PM+Zerelda Geis (The Hosgood Family) 
Vigil:  Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  5:00PM+Edgar L. Johnston, Birth. (Wife & Family) 
 
August 16, Sunday, Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 
     8:00AM+Walter Beckel, Ann. (Wife & Family) 
   10:00AM+Rita Kibler, Birth. (Family & Richard 

McNulty) 
     5:00PM  Pro Popolo/ For the People 

OFERTORY COLLECTIONS  

Sunday, August 2, 2026 $ 13,578.90 

  Thank you for your monetary and 
personal contributions to the life of our 

parish. 

 

The 2026 Catholic Ministries Drive target for the Ca-
thedral of the Blessed Sacrament is $53,700. Dollars 
raised over our goal will be returned to our parish. So 
far, $55,605 of our target has been pledged/donated 
from 155 donors. Thank you very much. 

Basket Bingo                                                                          
 Basket Bingo SAVE THE DATE! And mark your calen-
dars for Sunday, September 27, 2026, for our basket bingo at 
Father Kelley Hall. Donations are being accepted and are 
appreciated.                                                                                                   
  

Basket Bingo Tickets                                                          
 Basket Bingo Tickets are now available at the Thirteenth 
Avenue entrance after all Masses, and also at the Parish Cen-
ter Office. Hours there  are 8:30AM-4:30PM, Monday thru 
Thursday and Friday, 8:00AM to 3:00PM at 1405-13th Ave-
nue .They are $25.00 per person, and also a value pack can 
be bought for an additional $30.00. If you have any questions 
call Paula at the Parish Office at 814-944-4603, Her cell # 
814-215-5949, or Lorraine Beck cell at 1-240-676 6704. 
DAUBBERS UP!!!!!!  

Registration for Religious Ed Pre K-12 and 
Sacrament Prep  

 Saturday, August 15, and Sunday, August 16, will be 
registration for all Rel Ed and Sacrament Prep students. 
Enter in the 14th Street Religious Education Office before 
or after all weekend Masses. Please bring baptism certifi-
cate for any new students. 

Please Support our Future Priests                                            
 The efforts of our Vocations Office 
are working! We have 3 new seminari-
ans this year, which brings our total to 
four men in formation for the priest-
hood. In addition, we have launched 
new programs to reach young men, 

including the popular “Loggia Nights” 
at the cathedral in Altoona. Thanks be 
to God, we now have dozens of teens 

and young men who are seriously con-
sidering priesthood! To support our 
seminarians and these increased ef-

forts, we truly need your financial sup-
port. Bishop Mark has asked all Cath-

olics to consider a generous gift. 
Please make the donation online at 

ajvocations.org/give, or use the enve-
lope made available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

175th Anniversary 

In 1853, Altoona belonged to the Diocese of 
PiƩsburgh, the second of only two dioceses for 
all of Pennsylvania. The Most Reverend Michael 
Domenec was Bishop of PiƩsburgh; the Rever-
end John Tuigg was pastor of St. John’s Church 
(our parish) in Altoona. That year, the Catholic 

school was opened under the supervision of lay 
teachers. As Altoona and St. John’s Parish rapid-
ly expanded with the Pennsylvania Railroad loco-
moƟve and repair shops, so too did the school, 

and by 1865 Father Tuigg was looking for Sisters 
to staff the parish school. His own sister and 

niece were members of the Sisters of Charity, 
and since Bishop Domenec also favored that 

CongregaƟon, leƩers of request were sent to the 
Sisters in the CincinnaƟ Motherhouse.  It was 
Bishop Domenec’s intenƟon, with the help of 
several Sisters from CincinnaƟ, to establish an 
independent branch of Mother Seton’s “black 
caps” in his diocese. In July of 1870, four pro-

fessed Sisters and two naƟve novices were sent 
to Altoona to provide a strong beginning and 

foundaƟon for the new community. 

Stewardship Reflections                                                                  
 Stewardship spirituality invites us to surrender control of 
our lives to Godin grateful recognition that all that we have is a 
gift of Him. While today’s readings reminds us that, of course, 
God is always in control of His creation and His creatures, they 
illustrate what amazing things can happen when we fully per-
mit God to take charge of our lives, in other words, what can 
happen when we embrace the stewardship way of life.             
 In our, First Reading, from the First Book of Kings, Elijah 
the prophet is instructed to go outside and wait for the Lord. 
Elijah goes out and a series of spectacular phenomena occur, 
strong and heavy winds that crush rocks, followed by an earth-
quake, and then a fire. Yet, the Lord was not found in any of 
those. Rather, the Almighty was found in a ‘tiny whispering 
sound.” It is all too easy to fail to recognize His presence and 
gifts in our lives, taking things like friends, family, material 
gifts, and even God Himself for granted.                              
 When we embrace the stewardship way of life, letting go of 
a tight hold over our money, our time and our talents, our lives 
become a grand adventure, rooted firmly and gratefully in the 
God Who always cares for us.  



The Church of Altoona-Johnstown 
THE CATHEDRAL 

OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

ONE CATHEDRAL SQUARE, Altoona, Pennsylvania  16601-3315 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, AUgUST 9, 2026 

CHRISTIAN  INITIATION  OF  ADULTS: 
 The process of formation for those seeking God 

through membership in the Catholic Church. 
 Call 814-944-4603 
INFANT  BAPTISM: 
 Arrange in advance for pre-baptismal instructions. 
CONFIRMATION: 
 Ninth, tenth and eleventh and twelfth grade students 

are invited to participate in the Confirmation Prepa-
ration Process. 

RECONCILIATION: 
 Wednesday: 7:00 PM, Saturday: 12:30 PM or by 

appointment, by texting or calling 814-937-8240  
ANOINTING  OF  THE  SICK: 
 Upon Request and Communal celebration 
MARRIAGE: 
 Arrange nine months in advance.  Couples expected 

to participate in pre-marriage preparation program. 
DEVOTIONS: 
 Eucharistic Adoration - Normally, the First 

 Wednesday 12:30 PM - 6:45 PM 
 Eucharistic Day - Feast of the Body and Blood of 

 Christ. 
PRO-LIFE ROSARY 
     Sponsored by the Christian Mothers on Thursdays 

after the noon Mass.  

Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, J.C.D., Bishop 
Reverend Monsignor Stanley Carson,  Rector 
Paula Clemens, Parish Secretary 
 
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 
   Chris Laraia  - Pre-K thru 12 - 814-312-7317 
   Religious Education Office: Sundays - 814-943-7424 
 E-mail: claraia@dioceseaj.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
    Mr. Bob Long 814-944-2044, rlong@dioceseaj.org 
 
CATHOLICS RETURNING  HOME - 814-944-4603 
 
GABRIEL PROJECT-814-440-1021 
 
MAIL MINISTRY TO ELDERLY, HOMEBOUND, 
SERIOUSLY SICK, AND GRIEVING - 814-944-4603 
 
RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  PROGRAM: 
 September through April:  Pre-Kindergarten thru 12.  

Sunday morning 8:30 AM - 9:45 AM Pre-Kindergarten   
thru 8. Grades 9-12 Sunday evening at 6:15 P.M. 

Serving the People of God in the City of Altoona Since 1851 

WEB 
www.altoonacathedral.org 

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/cathedralofaltoona 

Church Office: 814-944-4603 
Msgr. Carson E-mail:  
scarson@dioceseaj.org 

Secretary E-mail:  
pclemens@dioceseaj.org 

Fax: 814-942-4337 
Mass Times 

 Sunday:    Weekday: 
 5:00 PM (Vigil)  12:00 Noon 
      8:00 AM 
 10:00 AM    Saturday: 
 5:00 PM    12:00 Noon 

 

Since the  Solemnity of Mary’s AssumpƟon into 
Heaven occurs on Saturday, August 15, it is not a ho-
ly day of obligaƟon this year. Our noon Mass will 
commemorate our Lady’s entrance into eternal glo-
ry. You’re welcome to place a vase of your garden 
flowers on the altar in Mary’s chapel or on the railing 
in front of it. 

The Altoona Gabriel Project  is a Catholic Pro-Life 
ministry dedicated to helping moms and babies with 
supplies, as well as providing spiritual and emotional 
support Our parish has a collection crib at the alley 

entrance for non-perishable baby items (diapers, 
wipes, clothing, bibs, towels, blankets, etc..).                            

 The Cathedral is a distribution site on Thursdays 
from 1:30-2:30 P.M. If you know of moms who need 

help, call 814- 440-1021. 

Annual Wedding Anniversary Liturgy 

 Bishop Mark and the Family Life Office cordially in-
vite all couples celebraƟng 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 
35, 40, 45, 50, 55, 60 plus years of marriage in 2026 
(and their families) to aƩend the Annual Wedding 
Anniversary Liturgy. Couples may aƩend Sunday, 
September 21 in Altoona at The Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament or Sunday, September 28 in 
Johnstown at Saint John Gualbert Cathedral. Both 
locaƟons are handicap accessible. Liturgies in each 
locaƟon begin at 2:00 p.m. Bishop Mark will be the 
celebrant and homilist at each celebraƟon. Refresh-
ments and snacks will be available aŌer the mass 
for anniversary couples and their families. Reserva-
Ɵons must be made through your parish for either 
celebraƟon by Friday, September 11th.  

The Diocesan Family Conference will be held on Satur-
day, September 19th, at Bishop Carroll Catholic High 
School in Ebensburg. This conference has been de-
signed for every generaƟon, from young children and 
teens to parents, grandparents, clergy, and parish 
leaders. The day includes the annual Men’s and Wom-
en’s Conferences, Shycon (also a discipleship event 
for senior high ConfirmaƟon candidates) and Junior 
High Youth Day. InformaƟon booklets with registra-
Ɵon informaƟon are available at the Cathedral’s en-
trances. The booklet also contains personal and busi-
ness sponsorship informaƟon. 

A NOTE OF THANKS 

Over 100 people aƩended our parish’s social picnic  
at the Catholic  War Veterans’ Club last Sunday. 

GraƟtude is extended to those who aƩended and 
brought delicious food, to Mary Ann Bell, Roberta 

Burns, Lorraine Beck, and Paula Clemens for planning 
the event, and a special thanks to Mike McDonough 

and the Catholic War Veterans Club. 


